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WHAT WE’LL DO TODAY

1   SLIDES - Big Picture Framework

2   BUILD - Review Tableau Skills with Five Visualizations 

3   DESIGN - Create One Dashboard with a Design Checklist 
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Ambiguity & Detail  & Beauty
Hereʼs what humanists are really good at: 



“

DEF: “A particular theory or conception of .beauty  or art : 
a particular taste for or approach to what is pleasing

to the senses and especially .sight  .”
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Any tweaks you make to your work 
.after  itʼs accurate and functional. 
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_______ (audience) will use this dashboard about 
_______ (content) to ________ (purpose). 

They will interact with this dashboard 
on a _______ (platform) 

for ______ (minutes) on a _______ ( frequency) basis.

-FILL IN THE BLANK- 

ERIN WALDRON
www.datadozen.com

DASHBOARD DESIGN: HOW TO BUILD VISUALLY
IMPACTFUL AND DELIGHTFULLY INTUITIVE DASHBOARDS

-WHO- 

-WHAT- -WHY- 

-WHERE- 

-WHEN- -WHEN- 
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-class enrollment- -allocate funds- 

-paper report- 

-120- -annual- 
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-The cafeteria staff- 

-class enrollment- 
-prepare each 
dayʼs lunch- 

-web portal- 

-5- -daily- 

-FILL IN THE BLANK- 



WRITER

Hereʼs where literary theory and dashboard design meet:
-TRIANGLE- 
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WORKREADER



ANALYST

Hereʼs where literary theory and dashboard design meet:
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DASHBOARDAUDIENCE

-TRIANGLE- 
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Every chart we build visually encodes the data.
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THINK ABOUT IT.

And then our audience has to .decode  our charts.



ANALYTIC
RIGOR

AUDIENCE
ACCESSIBILITY 

precise interpretations & delightful experiences

-DELIGHTFULLY INTUITIVE- 
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& delightful experiences
DESIGN

RIGOR

-DELIGHTFULLY INTUITIVE- 
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INK WORDS LAYOUT FOOTHOLDS

◍  Color
◍  Weight
◍  Lines
◍  Shading

◍  Fonts
◍  Alignment
◍  Labels/Axes
◍  Tooltips

◍  Zones
◍  Balance
◍  Negative Space

◍  Flow

◍  Title
◍  Keys
◍  Instructions
◍  Patterns

___-THE-DASHBOARD DESIGN-CHECKLIST-___ 
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Letʼs build. 
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ENOUGH THEORY.
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