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Hereʼs how most folks .actually  read our visualizations.
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Itʼs not just about making our work more beautiful.
Itʼs about making it more .functional .
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We have to design visualizations for two types of people.

-RULE OF THUMB #1- 
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STEP-BY-STEP
INFORMATION

The folks who read the instructions.

SLOW & STEADY

JUST IN TIME 
INFORMATION

And the folks who donʼt.

PINBALL



Our audience experiences our design in two ways.

-RULE OF THUMB #2- 
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FEELING
How does the viz make me feel?

EMOTION

THINKING
How does the visualization work?

COGNITION



The better our visualization makes our audience feel, 
the more cognitive work our audience is willing to do.
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Our design must earn the right to ask our audience to think.
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How does the visualization feel?

overwhelming 

chaotic

confusing

loud

distracting

disorienting

lopsided

dense

heavy

crowded

washed out 

cutesy 

tonedeaf

offensive

pointless

superficial

fluffy

time consuming

repetitive

generic

stale

intuitive

digestible

approachable

striking

intentional

familiar

balanced

curated

clean

light

crisp

professional

thoughtful

inclusive

interesting

addictive

substantial

meaningful

memorable

rewarding

unique

- +
NEGATIVE POSITIVE

WE PULL BACK WE LEAN IN

BUSY DATED BORING STREAMLINED MODERN ENGAGING



INK GUIDEPOSTS WORDS LAYOUT
◍  Color

◍  Weight

◍  Lines

◍  Shading

◍  Axes

◍  Embedded Text

◍  Titles

◍  Keys

◍  Font

◍  Size

◍  Alignment

◍  Clarity

◍  Path

◍  Zones

◍  Negative Space

◍  Platform
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THE DATA VISUALIZATION DESIGN CHECKLIST
INTUITIVE
What can you 
make obvious?

CONSISTENT
What can you 
standardize?

CLEAN
What can you 
erase?
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SHADING

INK



ERIN WALDRON
www.datadozen.com

THE DATA VISUALIZATION DESIGN CHECKLIST: ENGAGING
YOUR AUDIENCE WITH BEAUTIFUL, FUNCTIONAL DATA DESIGN

GUIDEPOSTS

AXES
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GUIDEPOSTS

EMBEDDED TEXT
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GUIDEPOSTS
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CLARITY

WORDS
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PATH

LAYOUT
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ZONES

LAYOUT
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LAYOUT



ERIN WALDRON
www.datadozen.com

THE DATA VISUALIZATION DESIGN CHECKLIST: ENGAGING
YOUR AUDIENCE WITH BEAUTIFUL, FUNCTIONAL DATA DESIGN

NEGATIVE SPACE

LAYOUT



ERIN WALDRON
www.datadozen.com

THE DATA VISUALIZATION DESIGN CHECKLIST: ENGAGING
YOUR AUDIENCE WITH BEAUTIFUL, FUNCTIONAL DATA DESIGN

PLATFORM

LAYOUT
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ZONES
BUILD
COMPREHENSION
CONFIDENCE

COLOR
SETS
THE

TONE

-TWO SHORTCUTS WE MAKE FROM A DISTANCE- 



DATA DOZEN
a visual analytics studio
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THANK YOU!
ERIN WALDRON FROM DATA DOZEN  ·  CONTACT@DATADOZEN.COM  ·  913-303-1125

WWW.DATADOZEN.COM


